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526 Seniors Set to Graduate on June 15

By Christopher Wong, editor in chief

A senior class of 526 students is preparing for graduation this June. This cul-
minating event marks the end of high school, but the beginning of life as an 
adult. Of course, there is no shortage of events to celebrate.

The Sadie Hawkins dance, where girls ask guys, will be held on June 2nd. 
This is also the Senior Goodbye Dance. The event comes the day after senior 
finals which makes this a great way to celebrate the end of the stress of 
school. Many students are looking forward to dancing the night away, along 
with a bittersweet sendoff to the seniors.

Senior Awards Night will take place in the auditorium on June 6. This will be 
a chance for the school to award the seniors that have worked extensively in 
their high school careers and give recognition to the deserving students.
Other events include the senior trip to Disneyland and the Senior Barbecue. 
These events are sure to add extra fun to the end of the year.

The event many seniors are looking forward to the most however is the 
graduation itself, which will take place at 3:00 pm on June 15 at Sacramento 
Memorial Auditorium. “I am excited to be officially a high school graduate 
student and to receive the diploma.”  Krismae Esperanza detailed. “Also, I am 
excited to be a college student and to 
be independent.” 

“I’ve been working hard these past four 
years, and it’s going to be great finally 
seeing it all pay off,” Natalie Fowler 
said. She also said she is excited to 
begin the next chapter in her life. 

The excitement for these next steps 
forward are a common sentiment. “I 
am really excited to meet new friends, 
have exciting experiences, and trying out new things, clubs, food places, and 
the dorming experience: being on my own. I’m excited to have that freedom,” 
Sui Shan Cheng told The Clarion. 

Brandon Charriere shared his plans, “City college seems super chill, plus 
since I’m staying home,  I can raise money to go to a bigger college later.” 
Charriere also noted that he will finally be able to escape playing “Pomp and 
Circumstance” repetitively during graduation, as a part of JFK’s marching 
band. “I can laugh at all the freshmen through juniors playing Pomp and Cir-
cumstance a million times and be like, ‘Ha, I had to suffer through that too!”

All the seniors we talked with expressed they would miss Kennedy. When 
asked what she would miss most, Fowler responded, “Definitely the teachers. 
They’ve helped me so much, I love them.” Laura Shimabukuro responded, 
“The teachers and classes. I really like the learning atmosphere here.”      

We wish the best of luck to all of JFK’s graduating seniors and hope they 
have a great time as well with the end of the year festivities and beyond.

JFK Seniors “Exercise” Their Civic Rights by 
Voting in Mock Election on Campus
By Dominic Larsen, assistant editor

On May 4, more than 200 Kennedy High School Seniors voted in a mock 
general election. Students who participated in the process voted for an array 
of public officials including president, California senator, and Sacramento 
mayor. They were also able to cast a vote on Proposition 50 as well as Mea-
sure X.  This allowed students to practice voting in an election before voting 
later this year.

To prepare for the voting experience, more than two hundred seniors gathered 
in the JFK Auditorium on April 29.  The event helped students learn how their 
voices can be heard within their communities. 

The assembly was hosted by three young women, two of whom were Ken-
nedy alumni. The two JFK graduates were Erin Thuston, a successful social 
worker, and Michele Rogers-Towe, a California state worker.  The third pre-
senter was a young mother and West Campus graduate, Christy Shelby.  All 
shared brief stories with the students gathered. After introductions and a brief 
description of voting, the seniors watched a short locally-produced documen-
tary staring Ms. Thuston on the topic of entering adulthood, applying for jobs 
and voting.   

Seniors were urged to complete voter registration forms in person with the 
intention of voting in the June primary or November general elections.  The 
High School Voter Registration initiative “I’m Grown, I Vote!” helps students 
understand their right and ability to vote.  The voter registration initiative can 
be found at www.joinyp.org/hs-voter-registration-initiative.

More about this election process and results from seniors voting can be 
found on page 5.

JFKSeniors Turn Out in Big Numbers for Prom
See more photos on jfkclarion.com
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JFK seniors line up to vote in the auditorium on May 4
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Just My Opinion
Weed, Will Mess with Your Mind
By Jonathon Hicke-Fox, Clarion staff

Marijuana and cannabis should not be legal (unless used for medicinal 
purposes) because of mental health issues, public safety issues, and negtaive 
effects on someone’s way of life. When smoked, not only does it affect the 
respiratory system, but it can cause problems with memory and problem 
solving skills. Rats exposed to THC during adolescence were shown to have 
issues with learning and memory tasks, especially later on in their life. Some 
may say, “But rats are different,” but there was also a study which showed 
that some people who frequently smoked marijuana were later diagnosed 
with psychosis and even schizophrenia. Not only can it affect one’s health, 
but it can also affect others around them. 

The usage of marijuana can 
cause impairment to a per-
son’s ability to drive, which 
increases the chance of get-
ting into an accident. It can 
also cause difficulty with 
day-to-day tasks, especially 
for chronic users. Marijuana 
can decrease motivation and 
effort to work. This can lead 
to failing at carrying out daily 
tasks and failing to take care 
of yourself and the ones that 
need your help around you. 
Also, if a person is caught to 
be in possession of more than 

one gram of marijuana, he/she will not only be fined five hundred dollars, 
but will also serve six months in jail in the state of California. 

“But if marijuana is so bad, then why do you support medical marijuana?” 

The two main cannabinoids from marijuana plants are THC and CBD. THC 
increases appetite and reduces nausea, pain, inflammation, muscle control 
problems, epileptic seizures, anxiety, sclerosis, and even helps veterans that 
suffer from PTSD. The cannabinoid CBD may also prevent cancer from 

spreading. A great use of marijuana 
is also for creativity.  A lot of popular 
music has been created while using 
marijuana and use of the drug can 
sometimes spur creativity in a person in 
other areas too. 

In conclusion, marijuana has a lot of 
cons such as damaging mental health, 
public safety issues, and impairing the 
lives of some individuals.  However, 
these could be overlooked with a few 
medical exceptions.

The Clarion is written, edited and produced by members of the JFK Clarion Media 
club.  It is a non-profit publication paid for by advertisements and donations.  The 
Clarion newspaper was established as an open forum for student expression.  The 
content of The Clarion reflects the interests and ideas of students, but not 
necessarily those of JFK administration, faculty, and staff.  

Chief Editor -  Christopher Wong
Assistant Editor – Dominc Larsen
Copy Editor – David Yu

Contributing Writers – Aaron Soliz, Johnathan Hicke-Fox, Timothy Curry,  Maya 
Vargas, Savannah Perry, Aryanna Zavala, Crystal Chan, Jenelle Lum, Savannah Vang, 
Billy T. Hernandez

Chief Photographer – Makayla Smith
Contributing Photographers – Lisseth Aguilar, Kristi Wong, Mariela Medrano, Irene 
Lai, Xin Li, Camilla Huey

Staff Artists –  Brandan Wong, Zoe Le, Jianna Beasley, Kira Kwong

Advisor – Mark Hanzlik,  jazzbeauxm@gmail.com

Interested in advertising or supporting Clarion 
Media?  Check out our web site @ jfkclarion.com

The Clarion Media Club meets regularly during 
7th period on Mondays & Thursdays in Room F3
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Let The Clarion know what you think.
Letters should be 300 words or less
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The Clarion: Loud and Clear Returning Year
By Christopher Wong, editor in chief

clarion (adj.)- loud and clear

It’s hard to believe this has been the first year we finally have the school 
newspaper. The revival was by no means easy, and looking back on this year 
shows just how far the program has come.

I have already discussed how the school newspaper came to be in a previous 
issue, but as I reflect now, the newspaper means so much more to me than it 
did then.

I’ll be honest and say I had absolutely no idea how to publish a newspaper or 
how anything in business worked at the beginning of the year. No one else 
in our club knew anything about it either. The person who really helped take 
our ideas for a school publication off the drawing board and into reality is 
Mr. Hanzlik, who is married to Mrs. Hanzlik.   With experience of running 
his own media company, he has been able to guide our team and really show 
us how to move forward. We would be nothing without him.

This year, The Clarion was just a club, not a class. No one in the club was 
forced to do anything. However, the reason we were still able to put out 
articles and news is that everyone in the club is so dedicated and enjoys what 
they do for the newspaper. Whether they’re writing about music that moves 
them, capturing moments and telling stories in pictures, or making people 
smile and entertained through art and comics, everyone has a skill that they 
are devoted to and are willing to share.

Next year, I have so much hope and excitement for what we will be able to 
bring. We’ll have a full class taught by Mr. and Mrs. Hanzlik so we can push 
out content even faster. The website will be booming with content (that will 
be less cringeworthy, I promise). We’ll make podcasts and videos. There will 
be no escape from us.

According to an article published earlier this year in The Prospector, C. K. 
McClatchy High School’s student newspaper, “The Prospector is the only 
remaining student-run newspaper in the entire district.” Clearly they did not 
do their research. In response, I would say The Clarion is one of just a few 
remaining student-run newspapers in the district, and the only good one.

The reality is that newspapers are slowly fading away across the world. After 
a year with so much effort, I refuse to let that fate happen to Kennedy’s. If 
asked what journalism meant to me before The Clarion, I would have re-
sponded that it is just reporting facts and the news to the people. But when I 
reflect on that question now, I realize that journalism is a way to be the voice 
of the people and also for yourself (while keeping your bias in check!).

It’s not too late to sign up for the class next year! Just send us an email at 
jfkpublications@gmail.com and we’ll take care of the headache for you.

Wherever the paper goes next, you will know we’re here, loud and clear.

Sign Up for The Clarion 
Media Class in 2016-17
Don’t miss out on an opportunity 
to be part of growing The Clarion 
Media team next year. 
 
Find out more about the class by 
contacting The Clarion at our 
email jfkpublications@gmail.com  
or by dropping by Room F-3.
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OPINION 
The Cold Hand Around the Neck of Teenage Survival 
By: Savannah Perry, Clarion Staff

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven is a gut-wrenching novel hitting on 
a topic that plagues teenage society: suicide. Focusing on the lives of a high 
school boy and girl, Jennifer Niven portrays the struggle of those who are 
plagued with thoughts of self destruction and the inner workings of the teenage 
mindset through the power of love and coincidence which has a power over us 
all. 

It is evident that the everyday lives of people all over the world are back stories 
that might never be known or a series of haunting ideas that run ruin over that 
one person you see every day on your way to work or the barrista that always 
draws a smiley face on your coffee cup or that one kid in the back of that one 
class who you do not know but wish you did. Negative thoughts are an illness 
that some people hold inside them. They fester and grow past the point of no 
return, past the point of taking it back. There is no glorification in suicide, a 
point in which Niven portrays beautifully. All it takes is one person to change 
the ideas of those who feel as if they are destined to leave and achieve some 
sort of greater transcendence as an escape from the hand they have been dealt. A 
greater future is not uncommon.  It is dreamed of by everyone, but it cannot be 
labeled as an excuse for choices that should not be made. 

Life is hard, and life will continue to be hard until you find a reason for it not 
to be. Who is to say that whatever could be achieved by ripping yourself away 
from society will be found when the pulse goes flat and the blood lies still? Who 
is to say that the suffering will not end and that a happy ending could not be achieved? It is you, you who draws in every breath for your tired body. You, who 
grooms yourself even when you feel like hope is lost. You, who continues to get out of bed each day and face whatever you must because it is within your 
capability. It is important to note that a savior is not necessary to avoid a confrontation with demise. It is you who controls your body and it is there where the 
power lies, do not abuse this power. 

More often than not it feels as if the world is out to make a mockery of young people, to push and push until it feels as if us teenagers are choking on the 
demands of the future and the expectations of our loved ones. Do not fall weak to these troubles. They may batter you but they will not defeat you. Moments 
such as these hold little weight in the grand scheme of things, schemes being life. Death holds a finality that is utterly true. It is a promised certainty that from 
the day you are born, you will meet your end and it is one of the greatest injustices that you could ever put upon yourself to shorten the time that you have 
been given. I encourage whoever is reading this to find that bright place. Search for the perfect day. Gather your strength, grit your teeth and bare it. You can 
and you will. As for those who have survived their own personal reckonings, look for those who were like you, teach them that a transcendence is not only 
possible, but can be achieved with hard work and determination and the will of the living. 

Art by Zoe Le

  National Suicide Prevention Lifeline-
  Suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
  (1-800-273-TALK)

  Teen Mental Health-
  Teenmentalhealth.org

  Stomp Out Bullying-
  Stompoutbullying.org

  National Child Abuse Hotline-
  1-800-4-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4453)

North Korea “Practices” Nuclear Warfare                                          Art by Jianna Beasley

   The Clarion on the Web
   jfkclarion.com
   The Clarion’s website has even  
   more content.  Send us your 
   questions, ask for advice,  answer 
   surveys, and more.
   Mr. Wong retires!
   Win a Starbucks gift card!

   Scan this 
   QR code 
   for the 
   Clarion 
   website
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Kennedy Students Go Off Script
By Aaron Soliz, Clarion Staff

The JFK Improv Club presented an Improv Event on April 27 and May 4. 
The performance highlighted talented club members Zoe Hinsley, Jasmine 
Putman, Andrew Haack, Tim Alilcaya, Tara Alicaya, and Kean Brock. The 
act consisted of an array of games with general guidelines that required quick 
thinking and spontaneous actions by the performers. The twist: the topics 
acted out and even the order in which the games are played are submitted 
live mostly by the audience. This element put the entertainers to the test and 
greatly spiced up the experience.

The event featured six different activities offered by the audience.  Numbers 
were chosen between one and six until every activity has been done. In one 
game, all six students carried out a conversation with each sentence starting 
with a letter of the alphabet without going out of sequence.  This continued 
until all but one person is eliminated. Another game required the audience to 
make up a crime that one of the performers did not know they had commited. 
They then had to guess the crime by answering questions. Such games were 
executed considerably well and with high energy and enthusiasm. Whether 
they were acting out a therapy session, cooking a live chicken, or giving 
advice about ridiculous issues, it is clear that they could do it.

Being present at, and even being a small part of, Improv Night was a great 
experience. It effectively offered entertainment without a scripted perfor-
mance and dared to amaze us with the natural atmosphere given off from the 
performers. Laughs were exchanged after the plentiful amount of jokes and 
hilarious acts. Humor and brilliance were seen in these acts through banter 
and performance. Through the entire hour I felt delighted by the showcase. 
Simply put, it was funny and amazing. Great job, Improv Club!

Free Yearbook Raffle a Plus to On-Campus Senior 
Portrait Sessions
The class of 2017 will be the first seniors to have their official senior portrait 
sessions on the Kennedy campus.  Studio Monet, our new photo company, 
will photograph seniors on July 11, 12, and 13, 2016.

Having your senior portrait taken is a traditional rite of passage and the start 
of the senior year. The yearbook class is kicking off the festivities by giving 
away free 2017 yearbooks.  To win, book your session at studiomonet.com/
senior-portraits or call 916-454-3888.  When you arrive for your appoint-
ment, fill out the Free Yearbook raffle ticket.   A raffle winner for a 2017 
yearbook will be awarded each day of the Studio Monet portrait sessions.  
Studio Monet offers a variety of portrait sessions, but they also offer a 
yearbook-only session free.  Book your session as soon as possible.  If you 
have questions regarding senior portraits or the free yearbook promotion, see 
Mrs. Hanzlik in Room F-3. 
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Kennedy Improv group pictured (L -R) Zoe Hinsley, Jasmine Putman, Andrew 
Haack, Tim Alicaya, Tara Alicaya, Kean Brock

Gardening Club Beautifies Kennedy Sign

Gardening club members pictured L-R,  Hunter Jess, Ellis Penn, Ben Yang
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Expand Your Horizons
By Maya Vargas, Clarion Staff

Literally Everyone: “What do you want to be when you grow up?”

You as an emerging young adult: “Well…”

For some, the answer to this question is easy. They have known since they 
were young that they were meant to be a veterinarian, a brave firefighter, or 
a top-notch fashion designer. For a few others, the answer to this question is 
found before college. But for most of us, the answer usually turns out to be 
a lot of “well’s”, “but’s”, and “I don’t know’s.” If it turns out that I’ve just 
described every conversation with family members, teachers, and friends 
about your future, pay attention to this critical piece of advice I am about to 
give you: Don’t stress.

It is a common misconception that you must know your major going into 
college. In fact, many of those people who declare a major end up changing 
it anyways, or get a job that has little to do with what they majored in. So 
by no means is choosing any major better than going undeclared. In fact, 
enrolling into college undeclared will actually allow you to dip your toes 
into several areas of study, where you can explore your interests, talents, 
skills, and weaknesses. 

Be that as it may, declaring a major is still a daunting task. If you are 
anything like me, it’s a dark cloud that looms over your head day by day, 
especially when you encounter others who not only have their major picked 
out, but also the exact job they want to pursue and well, basically have the 
entire blueprint of their life planned out. Stressing about it won’t make you 
figure out what your calling is any faster, so if you are one of those people 
who are confused and clueless on where to start, stay tuned for these next 
few lines. The most important part about choosing a major is choosing one 
that you love and can dedicate yourself to.  In order to find out what your 
interests are, you have to, as they say, “expand your horizons.” 

Each and every one of us has a calling, but some just take longer to dis-
cover it than others. We must expose ourselves to different fields of study 
and different areas of work to figure out who we are. Take advantage of 
every opportunity you have.  For example, you could join choir. Volunteer 
at a variety of places with different missions and different skill require-
ments. Be brave and take class courses of subjects that you think you could 
be interested in. Look into school clubs like Mathletes, MESA, Newspaper, 
and yearbook. 

If you are unsure of what you want to do in life, the last thing you want to 
do is limit yourself. If you aren’t particlarly good at math, you’re a terrible 
singer, or you still have not found anything that you could see yourself 
studying, that’s OK. By finding out what you don’t like, you are one step 
closer to figuring out what you want to do.



Current mayor Kevin Johnson received enough write-in votes to come close 
to Steinberg’s count.   

Vote totals are listed below.

U.S. President
Bernie Sanders - 146
Hillary Clinton - 45
Donald Trump - 7

U.S. Senator
Loretta Sanchez - 46
Kamala Harris - 16

Sacramento Mayor
Darrell Steinberg - 82
Kevin Johnson - 62
Tony Lopez - 27
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continued from Page 1
Seniors “Exercise” Their Civic Rights by Voting
One recent mock election voter Quest Sandel, a JFK senior, also one of the 
speech and debate captains was interviewed by The Clarion.

Why do you support Hillary Clinton?
“I feel her experience working with our military speaks for itself. She can 
help us combat a growing issue in Isis. Also, her opponents just aren’t can-
didates I can see myself voting for. Trump has said many offensive, racially 
motivated things and he has zero experience in politics. Sanders’ policies just 
aren’t realistic. She is also most closely aligned with President Obama.”

Why do you think people should vote?
“Every American should vote because we have the right to in this great nation 
and we should use it. If we want to ensure the best candidates for the United 
States then we must all voice our opinion. Otherwise we have to live with 
the results of what a smaller, more partisan group decides and that could be 
dangerous.”

Do you have any thoughts or feelings on the 2016 elections?
“I’m excited with a few nerves. I’m proud of what President Obama has done 
for our nation.  I hope his legacy is continued, but I’m nervous because two 
of the three candidates wouldn’t continue his legacy. I’m excited because 
this is the first election I can vote in, and since I’m a political nerd, I’ve been 
waiting for this opportunity for a while.”

Results from May 4 Mock Election have been tabulated.  Approximately 220 
seniors voted and predominantly supported Democratic Presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders.  Republican candidate Donald Trump faired poorly among 
the Kennedy electorate with only about 3% of the votes.  Other important 
races included the U.S. Senate, where  Loretta Sanchez was preferred over 
Kamala Harris, and Darrell Steinberg was the top vote getter for mayor.   

Athletic Program Celebration Night
Kennedy Celebrates Athletics Tonight 
as 50th Anniversary Approaches
By Timothy Curry, Clarion Staff

As Kennedy nears its 50th anniversary, the athletic department is holding an 
open house tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the school auditorium.  The open invita-
tion celebration includes several major announcements including a new 
school contract with Nike and reboot of Kennedy logo. 

This celebration night will be a chance to highlight the many successes the 
athletic program has had and the contributions it has received over the years. 
Between 300 to 400 people are expected to attend the event. Attendees will 
include past and present students, staff members, parents, and members of 
the area’s local business community. 

Festivities will be held in front of the auditorium where cheerleaders will 
perform. Outside of the auditorium, tables will be set up with information on 
the various athletic teams’ events and fundraising opportunities.

A presentation will be made inside the auditorium showcasing a history of 
athletics at Kennedy, the current state of athletics, the vision for the future 
of JFK’s athletic program, opportunities for getting involved, and financial 
needs. Food trucks and prize giveaways will also be held. Vice Principal Mr. 
Yung is organizing this athletic celebration night. 

Kennedy signed a five-year contract with Nike to supply uniforms and 
sports equipment, although some existing sports equipment will be contin-
ued to be used by our sports teams. This new contract is exclusive to select 
schools that have opted to use only Nike brand gear for uniforms and such. 

There will also be a new logo unveiled at this event that will remain con-
sistent with the current look but provide a new font.  You may have noticed 
that many different K’s have been used over the years. This new mascot 
logo with an actual cougar and not some similar-looking large cat.

Senior Project Promotes Free Access to Literatue 
By Zoe Le, Clarion Staff

With the rush around and hustle of life, it can be difficult to find easy ways to 
take a break and relax. One of the most common relaxing pastimes is sitting 
down with a good book for a few hours.  
 
Modern technology allows people to easily look up and read just about any 
book they want to at anytime, yet there’s still a certain irreplaceable charm that 
traditional books have.  It’s becoming more difficult to replicate that singular 
experience as digital books become more popular and convenient for readers.  
Why not bring the convenience of a library somewhere a little closer to home? 

That is exactly what Kennedy students Ming Vang and Carlos Burgos aimed 
for with their senior project. The two have constructed a John F. Kennedy 
Little Free Library (check it out at littlefreelibrary.org).   It is simply a small 
wooden box housing a tiny library of books. It works on the honor system.  It 
allows people to take and return books as they please as well as donate them.   

In a recent interview, the two seniors stated, “We hope people can share books, 
and not have them just collecting dust after reading it multiple times.” Little 
Free Libraries are popping up all over and are welcome additions to any 
neighborhood.  I doubt that JFK’s will be any different.
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PACE book club group rummages through the new Little Free Library.   Pictured L-R, 
Cynthia Dominguez, Crystal Chan, Yatziri Perez, Matthew Tang, Jackie Ou, and Chad Wong
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Swimming
Kennedy Swimmers 
Support One-Another
By clarion staff

In April, the team thanked senior 
swimmers:  Fanny, Jenny, Julia, 
Rose, Sofia, Sui Shan, Aaron, Corey, 
Derek, Patrick and Sam for swim-
ming so far.  These seniors will be 
missed by your fellow swimmers.

Pictured in photo to right:  
Jade Grey-Aleman, Allison Tanaka 
and Julia Cheng.
Pictured below:  Michelle Garcia 
competing in 100m Butterfly.

Boys Volleyball
ACE! 
By Irene Lai, clarion staff
Men’s Volleyball season has come to an end, and the varsity team played well this year.   
Kennedy finished 2nd in the league with a final record of  20-6 overall (11-2 in Metro 
conference play).  Kennedy’s varsity team played hard all season and we are proud to 
have you represent our school. Go cougars! 

A profile of each of the players on the volleyball team can be found on Clarion web site 
but here are a few shared with our Clarion print newspaper readers.  

Samuel Basilio (senior) has been playing volleyball at Kennedy for three years. “When 
I’m with my team, I feel a community, a family.  During games, we have to stay to-
gether, as not one person makes a game, but the team as a whole. Together, we’re able 
to win, and these past three years have been a testament to how far we can go. I feel 
good when I’m with my team.” 

Alex Ng,  (junior) plays as the defense 
specialist, is known to be the mascot of 
the team. With his bubbliness, he cheers 
on the whole team, and brings the best out 
the best of them. He is full of passion and 
a contagious optimism no one can ignore. 
Alex has a great personality off and on 
court. 

Tou Her, (senior) has been playing as the 
libero for Kennedy for three years. Tou 
throws his body to the ground, saving 
the ball with swiftness. “I try not to think 
about losing, but winning. I have never 
once doubted my team, and I knew we 
were going to win.”

Tristan Fong, (senior, Outside/ Middle 
position) made a breathtaking spike that 
will always be remembered on this court. 
“During the first game of the season, it 
was exhilarating even if it was pre-sea-
son. It was a close game, and this was for 
the “Pride for my school.” When I spike 
the ball down, it just gives me a sense of 
excitement like ‘this is the ball I want to 
slam down.”   

Jeremy Seaton (senior) played setter for 
the whole game. “There were emotions 
everywhere. I was mainly excited, but 
I was upset over the little mistakes that 
we made that could’ve been taken bet-
ter. Overall I was happy that we won.” 
“When I play, I don’t think. I just do.” 

 “My favorite part of this game is when 
Cameron missed his jump serve, but he 
still did a great job. By playing volleyball, 
it has made me grow into a leader and 
to take initiative. I’m very proud of my 
team.” – Kenji Fong (junior) 
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Junior Kenji Fong shown above in motion

Boys Baseball
Behind the Bat and in the Field
By Kira Kwong, clarion staff
This season, Kennedy’s varsity baseball team produced an amazing performance, nearly making 
playoffs in a tiebreaker match against Sac High. JFK’s baseball team had finished the season strong 
by winning six of their last seven games, which forced the tiebreaker.

“Since 1992, Kennedy baseball has made the playoffs only three times, so this is a big deal for our 
program and hopefully begins the turning of a corner into a perennial playoff contender,” Coach 
Marcos Pineda told The Clarion. “Our kids battled all year long and were on the cusp of making 
the playoffs for the third time in the last four years.”

In late April, we observed a team practice to see how they performed so well on the field.  With a 
rigorous 2-hour session held nearly every day of the school week, it’s no wonder that Kennedy’s 
team shined this year..

Kennedy senior and varsity team captain Renzo Giorodan who is primarily a pitcher with the team 
granted The Clarion a short interview while he stretched and prepared to practice. “It’s something 
fun to do in my spare time and a fun hobby,” he replied when we asked why he plays baseball.

The Clarion also talked to sophomore Zach Gee, a catcher on the Varsity team. When asked why 
he plays baseball, he responded that baseball provides him with a productive hobby to take part in 
after school and something to be passion that he is proud of. It gives him something to do outside 
of school and homework and makes him feel happy.

He also revealed that the reason he found interest in baseball at a very young age and that his inter-
est came from his dad. “I wanted to pick up the bat and hit the ball, and so he taught me how to 
play,” he answered.

Finally, we asked about how baseball makes him feel. Gee responded “it relieves the stress that can 
accumulate during the day in classes.”  He continued “it’s a great feeling to play and be on the field 
with your teammates,” he said. 

Girls Soccer
Kennedy Wins Metro League, 
Moves On
Congratulations to JFK Girl’s Soccer team 
who recently won the metro league champi-
onship and beat River City High School in 
first round of CIF section playoffs.

Boys Golf
Kennedy’s Golf Team placed second in “di-
visionals” recently.  Junior Jonathan Tani-
hana also achieved the title of League MVP.  
Also recognized by the Metro League were 
Marsalis Smith, Kenji Lo and Ryan Ikami.  
Congratulations

KENNEDY SPRING SPORTS

Girls Softball
JFK Softball Team Reaches Playoffs Again
By Billy T. Hernandez, clarion staff

The Kennedy Girls Softball team’s outstanding stats are reflected in their league-leading 
batting averages, stolen bases and pitchers’ low ERA (earned run average) and high num-
ber of strikeouts.   The result is another trip to the playoffs (3rd consecutive season) with a 
winning record of 15-5 (12-4 in Metro conference).
  
Standouts include freshman Kimberly Evans and senior Aaliyah Shimosaka who rank first 
and second in stolen bases in the Metro Conference.   Evans also lead the league in hitting 
with .569 batting average.   Shimosaka was unanimously selected to participate in the 
2016 Evening Optimist Senior All-Star game, which will take place on June 1st at Capital 
Christian High School. 
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Renzo Giorodan pitches to Kennedy opponent.

Boys & Girls Track and Field
Kennedy Squads All Win Metro Titles
By Irene Lai & Zoe Le, clarion staff
This has been a great season for JFK Track and Field team topped off last Friday when all three of our teams (Varsity Boys, Varsity 
Girls and Fros/Soph Boys) won Metro league Team Championships at the Metro Finals held at Kennedy.   The Girl’s Varsity team 
won their fourth consecutive 
Metro League title. 

“This may be the first time all 
three championships have been 
captured,” suggested Head Coach 
John Gallen.   “Many of our 
athletes have competed at a very 
high level this season against 
some of the best athletes in the 
state. All 75 of our athletes have 
contributed to our success.” 

Kennedy track-stars won 22 indi-
vidual event championships and 
Francesca Shepherd set a school 
record in the high jump.  The 
varsity athletes who qualified 
to advance to Section Division 
Championships competed this 
week.

Over the season, there were a 
number of standout performances 
by Kennedy athletes including 
Haley Adel, Akaash Clayton, Ty 
Coloma, Terrence Gladney, Jas-
mine Parker, Serentena Rositani, 
and Alicha Ndiaye.  JFK is proud 
to have such great athletes.    
Go Cougars!
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Haley Adel heads to victory in the final stretch of 800m race against McClatchy.

Kennedy Softball star, Kimberly Evans heading for home and sliding

Junior Danielle Reyes is Kennedy’s best pitcher, and also the Metro Conference’s, 
top-ranking strikeout leader, an ERA of 0.71, and owner of three no-hitters. Freshman 
pitcher Lindsay Kawelo holds second spot in ERA and strikeouts.

Kennedy has been able to deliver some notable maulings against its opponents, such as 
one game where the Cougars swept Laguna Creek 12-0.   “We are a good young team 
that is learning to play well together,” coach Joe Spatafore offered.  “I expect this team 
will be very good for the next several years.”

They are a really competitive team with plenty of skill and exception stats but I wanted 
to find out what they are like as a team.  Alexa Worley, an outfielder on the varsity team 
explained, “We get along. We’re all sisters. We try our best and don’t give up. We put 
our hearts into it.”  This was great to hear, but it was even better once she explained 
that not only were they a team that gets along well, but they are also a team that is in 
playoffs.  As always, go Cougars!
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Music Review
Kpop: BTS (Bangtan Boys)  “The Most Beautiful 
Moments in Life” Summarized
By Crystal Chan, Clarion Staff

On May 2, the K-pop band BTS released their new music videos, “Young 
Forever” and “Fire”. Finally, this heartbreaking concept has come to an end. 
“Young Forever” is the epilogue of the long story told through three other vid-
eos.
It all began when “I Need You” was released, and everyone was excited and 
confused. Yes, the song was amazing and catchy but many asked why everyone 
was dying in different forms of suicide, from taking pills to self-immolation? 
Also, there were scenes of the boys laughing and hanging out in a group around 
a campfire, which made no sense in this death-filled music video. Despite all the 
fan theories, fans could only assume that BTS was trying to portray the struggles 
of depression in a teenager’s life. Most fans believed that when BTS was to-
gether as a group in the music video, that was their “safe haven” from the harsh 
realities that they had to face. Then, the prologue came out. 

The prologue story focused on V. From the first music video “I Need You”, V 
had killed a man that was abusing a woman, although the relationship between 
the two isn’t shown. The prologue then shows V going to hang out with the rest 
of the members. Throughout the video, they played little clips of the song “But-
terfly” and seemed to give us hints such as the lead singer, Rap Monster writing 
on a mirror: “You need to survive.” Jin kept taking photos and recording the 
events, and Rap Monster helped take a picture of him and Suga. At the end, V 
decides to kill himself by jumping from a scaffolding into the ocean and drown-
ing, with Jin recording all of this. Also, we see Jin pulling out the photo that Rap 
Monster took of him with Suga, but Jin isn’t in the picture anymore. Great, now 
there is an even more confusing ending that doesn’t answer our questions from 
the first music video.

Then, a continuation of what had happened was released, “Run”. All of the 
members were partying together, as if they were enjoying their lives. At the 
same time, there were fights between Jungkook and Suga, glass shattering, and a 
house of cards falling down. At last, the end shows a group photo of the mem-
bers together, but once again Jin is not there. Still doesn’t make sense? Look at it 
backwards.

The most common theory is that Jin was already dead. It isn’t directly stated 
how but in the Prologue, it was hinted that had already committed suicide by 
driving into the ocean. He was the reason why the rest of the members were 
partying in the “Run” music video. They were trying to avoid the pain of losing 
a close friend who meant so much to them. His appearances in the music videos 
were only hallucinations that the members saw. As foreshadowed by the shat-
tering glass and the house of cards falling, the members would all fall down 

Movie Review
Whose Side Are You On?
By Dominic Larsen & Kira Kwong, Clarion Staff

“A house divided against itself cannot stand,” (Mark 3:25) is most well 
known from a speech given by President Abraham Lincoln during the Ameri-
can Civil War. Though this line is never spoken in Captain America: Civil 
War, you can see this theme present within Marvel’s latest movie.  The third 
installment of the Captain America trilogy is an emotional rollercoaster as 
you are on the edge of your seat throughout your entire cinematic experience, 
wondering if your favorite characters will make it out. Directors Joe and 
Anthony Russo returned to create one of Marvel’s best movies and a heavy-
hitter in the box office. 

The reason for Captain America and Iron Man’s conflict begins from a ca-
tastrophe, killing nine civilians. This leads to the UN questioning the author-
ity of the Avengers. The Avengers are forced to decide whether they want 
to surrender their control to the government or choose not to. Choosing not 
to could lead to the disbandment of the Avengers. Some team members are 
fine with being under government control, such as Iron Man. The others, led 
by Captain America are not. The signing of the new reforms separates the 
Avengers and conflict begins to brew.

Fan-favorite actors Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, and 
many more return in this Hollywood blockbuster. Alongside these veteran 
Marvel actors, Tom Holland and 
Chadwick Boseman make their 
debuts into the cinematic universe 
as legendary comic book heroes, 
Spiderman and Black Panther. 

Despite this movie being a Captain 
America movie, it feels more like 
an Avengers movie because of its 
extensive cast and broad focus. The 
action scenes are not overbearing 
like some other superhero movies, 
and in multiple action scenes, the 
characters are funny and talkative.

Captain America: Civil War follows 
the “Marvel Movie Equation” down 
to the smallest detail. The movie 
hosts an array of talented actors and 
vetted directors, visuals that seem 
as if they pop off the screen, mag-
nificent storytelling, Easter eggs for 
hardcore fans, a sense of humor that 
would make Wade Wilson laugh, and the end credit scene we all have come 
to expect.  The movie may not be perfect to comic book lore, but it does jus-
tice and we cannot complain. Whether you are a hardcore comic book nerd 
or just your average moviegoer, make sure to see it if you have not already 
while it is still in theaters! 

from this pain. It is possible that V was overcome with sadness from the loss 
of Jin and commited suicide. Then, we move on to the other members’ deaths 
in the “I Need You” music video. Rap Monster and Suga burned themselves 
alive, Jimin drowned in the bathtub, J-hope took pills, and Jungkook died in a 
car accident. The videos show that they are only happy when all of them are 
together. If one is gone, it is not the same anymore. 

Recently, the epilogue came out, and we can clearly see the ending of this 
story. At the beginning, everyone is in a maze of fences, struggling to find 
their way out. As the members search for the way out, we see flashbacks of 
their memories of their own lives and moments before their deaths in the three 
previous videos. Once they get out of the maze, they all run together towards 
the light. The maze of fences was their struggles in life, and getting out of the 
maze represents their deaths. Even though all of them died, they run together 
towards heaven, hoping for something better. Now, we have the full story of 
“The Most Beautiful Moments in Life.”



ENTERTAINMENT 
Music Review
The Summer Set, Stories for Monday
By Jenelle Lum, Clarion Staff

The Summer Set has 
released their new album, 
Stories for Monday. For 
those of you who are not 
familiar with this band, they 
are a 5-member group (lead 
vocalist Brian Dales, guitar-
ists Josh Montgomery and 
John Gnomez, bass guitar-
ist Stephen Gnomez, and 
percussionist Jess Bowen.)   
The Summer Set formed in 
2007 in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
The group has released three 
prior albums:  Love Like 
This, Everything’s Fine, 
and Legendary.  A few of 
their most popular songs 
(my personal favorites) are 

Boomerang, Lightning in a Bottle, and Figure Me Out.   The Summer Set has 
toured with more popular bands like All Time Low, Sleeping with Sirens, and 
We Are the in Crowd.

Their newest release Stories for Monday was given 5 stars on iTunes. I give it 
the same rating because I enjoyed all of the songs on this album. The Summer 
Set has a way of turning sad and tragic situations into upbeat songs. When I 
heard their song Boomerang in a store one day, I looked it up and discovered 
the band. After that, I couldn’t stop listening to them. Their music is very relat-
able. They discuss day-to-day conditions that everyone goes through in their 
lives. For example, when they sing about a bad day, All Downhill from Here is 
a song that discusses the topic. I personally think this album is one of the best 
collections by The Summer Set.

The band is currently on tour and was recently in Orangevale on May 6. The 
next appearance near Sacramento is at the Shoreline Amphitheater in Mountain 
View concert on August 6. I hope you’ll listen to this album and enjoy their 
music as much as I do. 
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Movie Review
Jungle Book Goes Beyond ‘The Bare Necessities’
By Dominic Larsen, Assistant Editor

John Favreau (director of the first two Iron Man movies, The Wolf of Wall St., 
and Elf) has done it again by bringing Mowgli and his jungle friends onto the 
big screen. The film is an adaption of Rudyard Kipling’s book, but it relies 
heavily on the 1967 Disney film for inspiration.  The creative team does an 
excellent job at retelling this age old story, while taking a fresh new spin and 
adding their own twist. 

The cast for Jungle Book is legendary for the voice actors chosen; Mowgli’s 
two best friends, Bagheera and Baloo, played by Ben Kinglsey and Bill Murray 
respectively. The two actors, though never in the same room, seemed to bounce 
their dialogue off of each other and hilariously portray their characters. Shere 
Khan, the film’s villain, is voiced by actor Idris Elba.  Scarlett Johansson was 
cast as Kaa, which surprised many because the character is traditionally male. 
“The movie is just a little male-oriented,” said Director John Favreau when 
he had Kaa written as a female. Christopher Walken steals the show with his 
performance of King Louie, the swinging king of the apes. They even modeled 
Louie’s movement off of Walken’s own mannerism. Most importantly, Mowgli 
was portrayed by Neel Sethi, who made his Hollywood debut in this film. 

Orphaned as a young child and raised by wolves, Mowgli now faces his biggest 
challenge yet.The man-cub Mowgli must flees the jungle and return to life in 
man’s world after Shere Khan threatens his surrogate family. Bagheera leads 
him to the man village, only to be separated from the young boy. Mowgli ven-
tures through the jungle by himself meeting an array of animals, most of whom 
do not have his best interest at heart.  This presents Mowgli with the tough de-
cision of living with other humans or fighting for the animals he grew up with.” 

Disney has outdone themselves once again by retelling a classic story and en-
tertaining crowds. The CGI graphics used are some of the best to date and truly 
elevate the movie to soaring heights. All the animals and most of the settings 
are created through computer imaging and pre-production photography. The 
cast, though not on screen, pour large amounts of emotion into their perfor-
mance. Overall, viewers of all ages will enjoy the movie, as it touches upon the 
past with classic songs like “Bare Necessities” and combines it with talented 
actors, new age technology, and a wonderful sense of humor.

Apptitude:  Miitomo
By Christopher Wong, editor in chief

Miitomo is a new social app and Nintendo’s first en-
try into the smartphone marketplace. The premise is 
that you create a Mii character of yourself who will 
act as a medium between you and your friends. Your 
Mii asks you questions about you and also shares 
your friends’ responses, sort of like gossiping.

Questions cover a wide array of topics. Light 
hearted questions include “If you could dispense any one condiment out of your 
pinky finger at will, what would you choose?” and “When you think ‘ninja,’ 
what first comes to mind?” Some deeper, more personal questions can be 
“When was the last time you felt deeply moved?” and “What do you look for in 
a life partner?” (My answers are: chocolate syrup, those Lego Ninjago things, 
the Pixar movie Up, and affection.)

Other things you can do in the app are dress up your Mii and take Miifotos, pic-
tures with you and your friends’ Miis. Use your creativity, and the results can be 
quite hilarious. Clothes can be bought from an in-game store for coins. Clothes 
can also be won from a minigame called, “Miitomo Drop,” in which you plum-
met your friends’ Miis into a pachinko game that would likely hurt.

Miitomo is much more of a social app than a game. Having more friends on 
the app helps keep it fresh with more content to see when you open the app. 
Miitomo is my go-to app for procrastinating because there is so much content. 
Answering questions can also be quite addicting!”

The app is available for free on the Google Play store and App Store (Sorry 
Windows phone users). 

Restaurant Review
Vientos Restaurant
By Camilla Huey & Mariela Medrano, Clarion Staff

At first we thought that Vientos Mexican Cocina located near Greenhaven and 
Pocket Road was going to be a very Americanized Mexican restaurant, but we 
were totally wrong. Vientos is located in the Riverlake Village Shopping Center 
at 7600 Greenhaven Drive at the very south of the Pocket-Greenhaven area. 
From the moment we walked in the restaurant, it was not too crowded, but we 
first noticed the Mexican theme. We were greeted right away, given a table, and 
we ordered food and some iced tea. Vientos had great service that we honestly 
had not seen in many restaurants. The waiters there attentively checked up on 
us every 5 minutes and were extremely kind to us. 

However, the best part of our experience coming to Vientos was the food. The 
chips were very tasty and crispy, although the salsas were only okay. 
The carne asada was not as great as other restaurant’s takes on the dish. It could 
have used more flavor and spices. It was still enjoyable, but it lacked the kick it 
is expected to have.

What we were most curious about was how pasta would taste at a Mexican 
restaurant, as we are both pasta experts. To our surprise, it was actually a lot 
tastier than other mainstream pasta restaurants. The Vientos Pasta Mexicana 
with garlic cream and cheese sauce was a flavorful pasta that made our taste-
buds happy. It was perfectly balanced because it didn’t have too much garlic or 
too much cheese. It was honestly one of the best pastas that we ever had. The 
staff gave us plenty of free refills for our iced teas and we were able to walk out 
feeling satisfied. Make sure to look out for the waiters Gustavo and Laura, who 
were always smiling and helpful.

Would we come back again?  Yes! 
Do we recommend you to come to Vientos?  Absolutely. 



Benefits of the Expanded Learning Program Touted at Kennedy
By Crystal Chan, clarion staff

Most students don’t really want to add more classroom time to the six periods they already have 
through the week.  Students also think the ASSETs Program here at Kennedy may just seem like 
another word for 7th period or an after-school program, but is there value in expanded learning pro-
grams?   How do these programs help students?  
  
An assembly held on May 2 promoted expanded learning through after-school programs in Califor-
nia to several hundred Kennedy students.   The many benefits of these programs were clearly dis-
played from the presentations and the guest speakers who were here to talk about how the program 
specifically improves a student’s education.  

One speaker, Ms. Gonzalvez, a graduate from John F. Kennedy, spoke about her difficulties in choos-
ing a college as she was the first generation in her family to attend college and she knew very little 
about the process.  Her 7th period at Kennedy helped her choose a college that was perfect for her.  
Now, she will be graduating from Sacramento State in a few weeks! 

Another speaker was Mr. Cooper, who is representing California’s 9th Assembly district and trying to 
pass a bill that will fund these after-school programs.    Mr. Cooper says he will be helping students 
improve their education and also help them communicate more with others.  Mr. Banda, Superinten-

dent of SCUSD, and Mr. Torlakson, Super-
intendent of the State, both spoke briefly 
about how happy they were to see this 
program flourish at JFK, and they hoped 
to see more programs in other schools that 
would do the same.

In the assembly, a video called “Expanding 
Student Success” was shown to the audi-
ence, and it spoke about the great results 
that appeared when students signed up for 
after school programs. These programs re-
ally help students to find their own interests 
and what they want to do, since classes 
usually don’t offer such opportunities. New 
activities and experiences allow students to 
be exposed to more knowledge and ways of 
working successfully in the world. Students 

can be more prepared for the future, and they will be more willing to communicate and reach out to 
help others.   Performances by Project Move and Men’s Academy Leadership were also presented to 
show how students are participating in these programs. 
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FEATURES

The Clarion Wayback Machine
25 Years Ago
Published in the Kennedy Clarion, 
April 26, 1991

Vandalism Costs 
at JFK
“... as a result of all 
the vandalism done, 
bathrooms have 
been locked up and, 
next year, lockers 
will not be available 
to any of the stu-
dents. Mr. Lee said, 
‘The lockers are 
going to be taken 
out of the wall and 
thrown away.”

Wasting our Time
“Everyone has at 
least pondered why 
we have reading day. ‘To promote reading.’ Yeah, sure. 
We all know English teachers are so overworked.”

Insulting Positive Attitudes
“If a child is insulted the first thing that they say is, 
‘sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can 
never hurt me.’ It would be great if this old saying was 
true, but in reality words can inflict more permanent 
damage than any rock or small tree branch.”

CLARION Facts (1990-1991) 
Managing Editor - Rita Chan
Advisor- Richard Johnson
Principal – Jerald Lee

Meet The Clarion 
Newspaper Staff
The 2015-2016 Clarion Media Club 
staff pictured  (L to R)
 
First row  Johnathon Hicke-Fox, 
Kira Kwong, Aaron Soliz, Maya 
Vargas, Lisseth Aguilar, Katie 
Albert, David Yu, Crystal Chan; 

Second row   Larissa Ruiz, Sophia 
Cruz, Savannah Vang, Kristi Wong, 
Makayla Smith, Jenelle Lum, 
Savannah Perry, Christopher Wong; 

Third row  Jianna Beasley, Camilla 
Huey, Mariela Medrano, Xin Li, 
Aryanna Zavala-Cortez, Brandan 
Wong, Tim Curry, Mr. Hanzlik  

Back row  Dominic Larsen, Billy T 
Hernandez

Now that you’ve read about the purpose and benefits of 
ASSETs, are you ready to join?  For more information 
about the ASSETs program at Kennedy, inquire with Ms. 
Chandler Cooper, Program Manager in Room B-8
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SENIOR FEATURES
Kennedy Class of 2016 Senior Wills
Collected by Aryanna Zavala and Lisseth Aguilar, clarion staff

As the seniors of John F. Kennedy graduate next month, some chose to leave 
behind their last will and testament.

I, Irisa Zhang, will Sui Shan Chengs my dad’s chicken chow mein, Sharon 
Wong my IG stalking skills, Allan Lee my love (of Shibas), Riley Seid our 
“APUSH studying” Skype calls, Acqueline Liang my cheap mechanical pencils, 
Daniel Yee my free shipping obsession, and Micah Bryant/Steve Chan my dog 
photos.

I, Tory Anders leave the dance class to Codi Heafey to have fun in. I also leave 
my binder to Jazmyne Smith to study with. 

I, Victor Augilera want to give up my seat in class to Tyrone Dolton because he 
is my best friend and I will not return in the fall! 

I, Kaiah Ault-Brown, leave all my books to the JFK library, my amazing 
binders to the trash cans, and may they put it to good use. Lastly I want to leave 
my flirty side and lovable self to my baby girl, Terra. I lied I also want to leave 
my acting skills to the drama squad.

I, Felicia Gonzales, will my knowledge of Supernatural to the incoming Super-
natural fans at John F Kennedy High School. I will never stop loving Supernat-
ural and loving the hell out of Dean Winchester.  Forever a Supernatural fan!

I, Manny Domingues leave the pictures I draw to Lila Wilson. I also leave my 
binder to Lai Saechao to use next year.

I, Madeline Acosta, will my section leader duties to Jenson and Joey, band 
locker 301 to the next worthy freshmen, “slightly used” textbooks to the juniors, 
and my hard work and dedication to the John F. Kennedy Marching Band.

I, Michela O’Neal, leave my Shawn Mendes pictures to Haleigh Lee to enjoy. 

I, Eric Leung, will Thomas Xiong all the candy from our class Halloween party 
and Tyrone Dolton my chair in class.

I, Destiny Warren, leave my fabulous prom dress to Lois Her to wear next year 
to the senior ball. 

I, Brittany Thomas, will my confidence to all the shy girls in the school; Amari 
Borden my unconditional love; my twin sister Breanna my patience and 
calmness and finally I will all my teachers and other teachers I have not met, 
the strength to handle us high school students.

I, Ardis Pauly, will my weirdness, rad writing skills and my overwhelming 
nerdiness to my best friend who shall not be named.

I, Abraham Fong, will my locker of four years to my brother, my trumpet to 
incoming freshmen, my memories of JFK to my locker of four years and 
WESTERN ELECTRIC is Best to Stanley!
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Art of The Graphic Novel Brings Out Artist in Lee 
By Aaron Soliz, clarion staff

Freshman student Aphrodite Lee is one of Kennedy’s young, talented artists, and 
The Clarion is lucky enough to be able to feature some of her artwork in this 
issue.  Lee participates in many activities within John F. Kennedy, including JFK 
Band, Colorguard, and the PACE program. In addition, Lee is currently taking a 
7th period class known as Art of the Graphic Novel, which can be taken through 
the ASSETs program. Art of the Graphic Novel is a 7th period class focusing on 
creative writing. Students analyze an array of non-fiction writing from writers 
and artists, and short stories in graphic novel format. In addition to studying oth-
ers works, they compose their own narratives and illustrations to share among the 
other students in the class, which is greatly valued in this course. We were able to 
interview the extraordinary student and ask her a bit about her interest in art.

As a student in an art class, it is natural that Aphrodite Lee expressed her talent 
for drawing. “I have been drawing for a long time, since I was about one year 
old, but only about three years ago did I begin to take it more seriously.” Accord-
ing to her, her style of art is greatly inspired by other artists such as Tsukiji Nao. 
Like most artists, there are certain subjects that are both often illustrated and 
subjects that are least favorable to draw. “I find myself drawing girls most often,” 
Lee stated. Inversely, she reports, “I personally hate drawing hands the most. 
They’re very tricky.”

Lee’s decision to formally take Mr. Phanthai’s 7th period class was influenced 
by a balance of convenience and interest. She stated, “I don’t get picked up from 
school early, and so I decided to do something useful with my time and join a 
7th period related to something I am passionate about.” She did not specify what 
exactly she does when she isn’t drawing, but makes it clear that she spends her 
free time on other pastimes. Like most young students, when asked about what 
she plans to do in the future, she claims, “I haven’t quite decided on what to do in 
the future.”

As a seasoned teacher, Mr. Phanthai finds value in blending together academ-
ics and the aspect of art and creativity. “Add the two together and it’s a win-win 
for everybody.” He expressed that this class is very fun to teach and to be taught 
in. When asked if there was a particular element that made the classroom stand 
out, he responded, “Student talent! I am always amazed by my students creative 
talents and illustrations.” Upon initially teaching the class, he wanted to make it 
so that writing would be as valued as artwork. Mr. Phanthai plans on adjusting 
the class in the near future in a new and interesting way.

Next year, Mr. Phanthai plans on changing the class to focus a bit more on the 
creative side of literature. “This class may focus more on poetry study and poetry 
writing and illustration.” Even after adding in poetry, the class will continue to 
flourish and, “...morph into something new and exciting.” By his trusty word, Mr. 
Phanthai recommended, “Any student who is looking for a fun and relaxing at-
mosphere should take this class! Students who enjoy writing poetry, short stories, 
and illustration should definitely sign up.”

JFK Robotics Builds Way to Finals, Student 
Awarded High Honors 
By David Yu, Clarion Staff

Kennedy’s very own Robotics Team experienced a successful season this 
year. The team competed in three tournaments during the season. 
Their first tournament was the Sacramento Regional, which took place at 
UC Davis. Their second tournament was the Arizona Regional, which took 
place at Northern Arizona University, in Flagstaff. Their third and final 
tournament was in Idaho, at Boise State University.  In these tournaments, 
various Robotics Teams from around the country are placed into teams of 
three. These teams and their robots must cooperate with each other and 
compete against other teams in a bracket style system. Kennedy Robotics 
Team, or Team 3250, performed admirably well. In UC Davis, the Robot-
ics team was able to reach the quarterfinals; at Boise State, they went all 
the way to the Finals. The Kennedy Robotics Team ranked seventh out 
of sixty, thirteenth out of fifty two, and fifth out of thirty respectively. In 
every tournament, the team was usually awarded two awards. 

One of the leading members of the Robotics Team, Autumn Luna, was one 
of two in the state of California and one of ten in the world to receive the 
FIRST (For Inspiration & Recognition of Science and Technology) Dean’s 
List Finalist Award. The FIRST Dean’s List Finalist Award is an extremely 
prestigious award that is typically awarded to individuals that have dem-
onstrated leadership and commitment to the ideals of FIRST.  Individuals 
selected for this award must also exhibit exceptional technical knowledge, 
creativity, and passion. Every year, ten students are chosen from hundreds 
to receive this rare award. The Kennedy Robotics team and their robot, 
Predator, also received the Industrial Design Award, the Industrial Safety 
Awards, the Quality Award, and the Excellence in Engineering Award.

At Northern Arizona University (L-R)  Colton Zhang, Richie Chan, 
Autumn Luna, and John Khang
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Green Catalysts Found near F-3 
From our first is-
sue of The Clarion 
last November, we 
missed the
opportunity to 
include a photo of 
the Green Catalyst 
Club, so here’s 
a recent one six 
months later.

(L to R,  
Matthew Murata, 
Abe Fong, 
Valentina Duong
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